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the Brahma Loka, the State of Hiranyagarbha, which
of course is not the highest.

In Sanskrit, Brahma Loka can be milked to
yield two meanings as Brahma-roopi Loka (a world
of the nature of the Self) or as Brahmani Loka (the
world of the glorious Brahmaji, the Creator). The wor-
shipper ( Upasakd), through his actions (Karma), ensures
only his entry into the World of the Creator, while
the one who meditates upon the significances suggested
by the symbol Om and knowing or realising his own
personal identity with that Truth, through this Know-
ledge (Gyana\ becomes the Absolute Himself. Thus,
in this stanza we may note that Lord Death has hinted
at the goal of both Karma (Worship) and Gyana
(Knowledge).

15-17. Briefly Yama says that the Eternal Abso-
lute Reality is fully symbolised in the word "Om".

Na jayate mryate va vipascit,
na ayam kutascit na babhuva kascit;
Ajo nityah sasvato yam purano
na hanyate hanyamane sarire.
(18) "The intelligent Atman is not born, nor does He
die; He did not spring from anything, and nothing sprang
from him; Unborn, Eternal, Everlasting Ancient, He is
not slain although the body is slain.
Earlier in our discussions we emphasised how
the Kathopanishad Mantras were evidently an imme-